ABSTRACT

The Census divides urban areas into different sized polygons:  Census Tracts, Block-Groups and Blocks, where Block-Groups can be mapped as subsets of Tracts and Blocks as subsets of Block-Groups.  In Los Angeles County, Tracts have an average radius of .7 miles, which is too long for transit walk distances.  Tracts can be used to address global planning issues, such as transit accessibility of rail corridors to lower income communities.  Block-groups have an average radius of .4 miles, which is between bus and rail walk distances.  Block-Groups have been used to evaluate siting of transit centers.  Metro’s Title 6 submittal (accessibility by ethnic status) uses tracts but will substitute block-groups when service only touches a single boundary area of a tract.  Blocks are generally the size of city blocks.  Metro uses them to analyze accessibility for populations with limited mobility, such as wheelchair users.  The paper provides illustrations of each type of analysis.

