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The rounding and threshold rules set by the Census Bureau severely impacted the
utility of several journey to work tables for CTPP 2000. In fact, several tables had to be
eliminated from the original data request. Although not yet known, the specific
disclosure rules for the American Community Survey (ACS) look like they will be similar
to those used for CTPP 2000 if not stricter.
Using data from CTPP 2000 and three-year accumulated ACS test site data prepared
for NCHRP 8-48 (available from US DOT), we will examine the potential effect of the
current CTPP disclosure rules on the ACS data. Specifically, we will compare
commuter flows from CTPP 2000 with and without threshold suppression to ACS test
data with and without suppression across several geographies. It should be noted that
several of the counties in the ACS 3-year test data were sampled at rates that
approximate the same number of observations that would be available from
accumulating 5 years ‘”true” ACS data. The results of this effort will help illuminate the
discussion about the appropriate level of geography for commuter flow data.
In addition, we will use the 1990 CTPP along with CTPP 2000 to examine the effects of
rounding specifically the decision to round values between 1 and 8 to 4. Several
individuals have hypothesized that this decision by the Census Bureau Disclosure
Review Board has lead to consistent undercounting of certain commuter groupings. In
doing this analysis we will show what the optimum rounded values could be while
reducing any systematic bias and still protecting the Census Bureau’s concern for
confidentiality of the data.
Three test sites will be examined.

