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Key Points

Coverage of Census 2000 Data « Household synthesis should utilize the best data available.

» Placement of households into parcelsis accomplished by comparing housing
values and rental costs of synthesized households to assessed property vaues
inadigital parcdl file.
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« Synthesizing parcel-level householdsis not an attempt to pinpoint and
expose individual household data. The goal isto characterize neighborhoods
using a set of realistic, yet synthetic household characteristics.
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data of household tenure, broad age of householder, and household type at the
block group level. Although not explicitly shown, the synthesized households
also match the cross-tabulated data at the block level. Validation tests to
determine whether the process results in reasonable multivariate distributions
have yet to be completed. Possible validation tests include chi-square and odds
ratio tests of the synthesized households to a Census special tabulation or by
obtaining access to Census 2000 1-in-6 individual long form data at a Census
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Research Data Center. Additional validation could be achieved by performing
" similar tests on households synthesized using iterative proportional fitting
methods to compare test results.
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Household Income e erers SEMCOG plans to synthesize an additional 1.7 million households using this
I Numbgem . procedure. The open source code will likely be ported from Visual Basic to
k ] Python for faster execution during the next year.




