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ACS Data Products

• With release of 2004 data later this year, the ACS 
product line is changing

• Plans were announced in Federal Register last year, 
giving data users opportunity to comment

• Many agencies and organizations, including the US 
DOT, provided comments on the plans

• Most concerns that DOT raised have been addressed 
in the new product line
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ACS Data Products

• From 2000-2003, there were four main product types 

• Detailed Tables (most basic, dist. for each item)

• Ranking Tables (selected items, summary measures)

• Data Profiles (four groups, selected items)

• Public Use Microdata Sample - PUMS
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ACS Data Products

• For 2004 and beyond, there will be six basic 
product types

– Base Tables (renamed and expanded)
– Ranking Tables (expanded content)
– Comparison Data Profiles (multi-year)
– Subject Tables (new)
– Selected Population Profiles (new)
– Public Use Microdata Sample - PUMS
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ACS Data Products

• Ranking Tables: five transportation-related ranking 
tables will be produced at the state level 

– Mean travel time to work
– Percent carpooled
– Percent drove alone
– Percent used public transit
– Percent worked outside county of residence



6

ACS Data Products
Example of a Ranking Table
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ACS Data Products

• Comparison Data Profiles

– Demographic

– Social

– Economic

– Housing

– Narrative (single year)
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ACS Data Products
Example of a Comparison Profile Table
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ACS Data Products

• PUMS

– Data at state level

– Approx. 40 percent of original sample will be included
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ACS Data Products

• Selected Population Profile Tables (new product)

• These show the chars. of a particular group

• One “transportation” table: Workers by place of 
residence
– Attachment A in handout
– 20 demographic, social, economic, and housing variables 

crossed by sex 
– Including mode of travel, occupation, industry, class of worker,

earnings, workers in household, and vehicles available
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ACS Data Products

• Subject Tables (new product): collection of tables with 
a common theme or particular topic emphasis

• Three “transportation” subject tables

– Commuting characteristics by sex for residence geography
– Selected chars. by means of trans. for residence geography
– Selected chars. by means of trans. for workplace geography
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ACS Data Products

• New Subject Table: Commuting characteristics by 
sex for residence geography

• Attachment B in handout

• Means of transportation, place of work recodes, time 
leaving, travel time, vehicles available, and 
imputation rates by sex
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ACS Data Products

• New Subject Table: Selected characteristics by 
means of transportation for residence geography

• Attachment C in handout

• Demographic, social, economic, and housing 
variables by drove alone, carpool, transit, and 
mean travel time
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ACS Data Products
Example of a Subject Table
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ACS Data Products

• New Subject Table: Selected characteristics by means of 
transportation for workplace geography

• Attachment E in handout

• First ever release of workplace data in a Census Bureau 
standard product

• Demographic, social, economic, and housing variables 
by drove alone, carpool, and transit
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ACS Data Products

• Base Tables

• Detailed Tables from 2000-2003 are being renamed for 
2004 and beyond as the Base Tables

• There were 15 “transportation” detailed tables in past

– Mode of trans., travel time, time by mode, aggregate time by 
mode, time leaving, private vehicle occupancy, mode by race 
and Hispanic origin, three place of work recode matrices, and 
five imputation tables
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ACS Data Products

• For 2004 and thereafter, there are many more 
“transportation” base tables than previously available

• Base tables are used to create the subject tables

• There are base tables for residence geography and 
base tables for workplace geography
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ACS Data Products
Example of a Base Table
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ACS Data Products

• Transportation-related base tables for residence 
geography

– Table titles, universes, and cell counts are shown in Attachment D 
of the handout

– There are 71 tables, usually crossing a transportation variable by 
a demographic, social, economic, or housing variable

– Included are three tables specifically requested by US DOT and 
tabulated for households instead of workers

– These three tables cross household size, vehicles available, and
number of workers in the household by each other
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ACS Data Products

• Transportation-related base tables for workplace 
geography

• Table titles, universes, and cell counts are shown 
in Attachment F of the handout

• There are 30 tables, again usually crossing a 
transportation variable by a demographic, social, 
economic, or housing variable
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ACS Data Products

• The lists of table titles and universes for the residence 
and workplace base tables in the handout do not show 
the specific categories used for each variable

• The number of categories used for some items varies 
from table to table. For example, means of transportation 
may contain six, seven, twelve, or twenty-one categories

• Attachment G of the handout shows breakdown of the 
categories used in each of the transportation base tables 
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ACS Data Products
Illustration of an ACS Release schedule
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For Further Information

• On Journey to Work Data
– Phillip.A.Salopek, Celia.G.Boertlein, 

Clara.A.Reschovsky (@census.gov)
– (301) 763-2454

• On the American Community Survey
– cmo.acs@census.gov
– (888) 456-7215 


